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POOR MAN`S ENGINE MOUNT 

By Henry Zwolak 

 

Here is a simple idea to mount a gas engine using easy obtained parts from Lowe’s, Home 

Depot or pretty much any well stocked hardware store.  

 

The parts are pretty simple and shouldn’t cost more than a couple of bucks. You will need to 

buy splicing plates, coupling nuts, T-nuts, and bolts that are ¼ x 20 x whatever length is 

needed.  

 

The idea came to me a while back when I was mounting my RCGF 20cc. The engine needed to 

be mounted forward of the firewall about 2.25 inches. I could have used regular engine stand 

offs but I figured their must be a cheaper way.  

 

I had some regular engine standoffs but they are only 1.5 inches long. So I needed something 

that would extend the length another 3/4” to the firewall.  

 

I went to Home Depot and bought 2 splicing plates. Splicing plates are used in carpentry to join 

two pieces of wood butted together. They are made of 1/8” thick galvanized or stainless steel. I 

used the galvanized steel because it was cheaper!  

 

One splicing plate is used to attach the top two of the engine lugs and one to attach the bottom 

of the engine lugs. The splice plates come in a variety of lengths from 2 inches all the way to 5 + 

inches. They come with holes already drilled in them. The holes will accommodate a ¼ bolt no 

problem.  

 

I also bought 4 coupling nuts. These are pretty neat little items. They are the poor modelers’ 

version of engine standoffs. The come in different hole dimensions and in different lengths too! 

They are threaded and the ones that I bought were ¾ “ long x ¼ x 20 thread, and they were the 

exact length that I needed.  

 

The splicing plates were centered to the firewall temporarily using tape, then the plates were 

marked with the dimensions from the engine lugs. The splicing plates come with pre drilled 

holes that will accommodate a ¼ bolt. Make sure that the engine lug holes do not interfere with 

the splicing plate predrilled holes. The splicing plates were a little longer than I wanted, so I 

ground them done a little. No big deal here.  

 

Take the plates off the firewall and drill the firewall and the splicing plates. The t-nuts are 

installed into the firewall.  

 

Install the coupling nuts to the splicing plate and the firewall. I used ¼” x 20 x 1.25” bolts. The 

pics below show the installation.  
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Now you can install the engine using the standoffs, bolts, lock washers – easy from here on in.  

The engine is now the proper distance, and I did it for a couple of bucks.  

 

I have used this system to mount my 65cc also. Works great. Oh..don’t forget to Loctite 

everything too.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


